5th February 1985
TO:- ANNIE BRADSHAW - EOK
FROM:- WARREN BURTON - HOT SEAT EOL

Hi Annie (the Coach Captaine)

| guess this llittle jaunt only serves to confirm your commitment to
driving trucks.

| gather you had still hoped to catch the 2nd week of that skiing
holiday which obviously was completely hashed up by pig headed
A.A. officials in Delhi. 1 especially take note of your comments in
your letter of 26/12/84 - re your request to return home to New
Zealand for a holiday. With our deployment needs in mind, may |
make a few suggestions for you to consider.

1. Between 1st March and 5th April we have 5 trucks departing from
Katmmandu, one of which is yours and obviously I'd like to see
you behind the wheel.

SVC will do 1st March as there are 26 E.M.'s booked - one of the
trucks on 15th will do the complete GOE departure so obviously has
to be sound and in top notch condition.

2. To be quite honest, we feel you are best equipped to do the GOE -
however, that does not mean all the way or if it was, then not all
the way alone. But If you are in need of the break you suggest,
then obviously between now and 15th March is not sufficient time
to do any more than lose yourself in Nepal or India for a while.
However, between now and the end of March would give you a
reasonable break in N.Z. still leaving you available for 5th April
Kat/Lon.

3. As you probably know, Charlie is back here for a while and will
probably return to Kathman u to do one of the 15th March
departures. We will still need to replace Nick Wheeler (who
incidentally returned to London last week).

So what to do, Mam-Sahb?

My suggestion is that you consider at least the GOE through to Nairobi,
if not London ~ by which time you will have accumulated quite a number
of accrued days for a long break in N.Z.. If not, then certainly
consider a break now and return for 5th April ex Kathmandu. We
could maybe assist in getting AD75 tickets on the Bangkok-Sydney-
Bangkok sectors of flights to and from N.Z.

Problem is | need to know your views on all this very soon so | can at
least sort out some deployment

Cheers -
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4th March 1985
TO:- Annie Bradshaw and Nic Robinson - EQOK

FROM:- Dawn Aitchison - EOL

Dear Annie and Nic,

This is just a quick note to enclose with the stationery saying that
if you require anything further such as Accounts Books, please let
me know on telex before Friday so that | can send out with John
Clark on Saturday. Warren thought neither of you probably needed
them but shout if you do.

Your passenger lists will also be coming out with John on Saturday -
am desperately trying to work out who's going with who on the 2
Kathmandu - London trips, Nic but all | will tell you is that there's
a majority of females on both trucks'!!!!

On the GOE, however, there's an even proportion of male to female
(if not more male) so lucky old you, Annie.

Of the 20 who are leaving Kathmandu on the GOE 16 are going all the
way to London but 4 are leaving the trip in the Middle East (Amman
probably) and joining a Cradles of Civilisation trip from Cairo - London
in Amman run by Brian Feltovich (Bamby is his nickname). This is
due to the fact that these 4 wanted Kathmandu - London Trans_Asia
only and as there were no places available on these trips, we offered
them the above as the GOE wasn't full. Warren will no doubt explain
in more detail,

Of the 4 spare places from Amman, 2 people are joining the trip in
Cairo to do the All Africa plus a trainee (Warren will no doubt tell
you more!!!l!) and we are trving to sell the other All Africa place
at the moment. Am sure we will so you should have a full group for
the Africa section of the trip also. Will send revised passenger lists
to Cairo for you and also a replenishment for any stationery supplies
you might need and of course, parts for the truck. (if necessary).

One of the GOE people is actually leaving the trip in Nairobi so you
will lose one person there ...... teseseneass. all names etc. of
people doing various sectors will be explained fully in notes which

I will send out with the passengers lists.

Enclosed with Warren is the Africa handbook, route notes on the Nile
and several maps. | hopef that a couple of hours (or more) with Suti
will make you more confident of tackling Africa. I'm sure you'll make
a very good job of it, Annie and | hope the group are good fun.

Also have bought you a supply of 'Ladies' things' - | hope Lilets are
O0.K. and I've guessed the right consistency!!! |f you have any spare,
am sure Dot and Christine could accommodate the excess.

All foe now - please read inserts with pre-dep booklets carefully - all
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E.M.'s shodd have received all this information with their pre-departure
information but please ensure they are all aware of the contents of the
various sheets at the pre-departure meeting.

All for now and will write at the end of the week.

Cheers -
A |

Dawn
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Accldent Report. Annette Bradshaw, QA43MPB, 25 April 1985

We left Lahore at 12.20pm on April 18th. Thr run out of Lahore was stralghtforward
We'd Jjust passed throggh a small town when | pulled out to overtake a truck.

The tractor ahead was a long way off. | couldn't estimate how far, It certainly
wasn't close.

When |'d drawn even with the truck | was passing.the tractor started to drift
into the middle of the read. However, he was stfll at such a long distance
that | wasn't really worried. | started to gckowd the horn continuously but

he didn't move. | also slowed down. At first | thought he was playlng chicken
but It soon became obvious he wasn't golng to move from the middle.

At first | veered slightly to the left but he foldowed. | found thls totally
disturbing to say the lesas and made the decision to go right and let him

go through the middle. | had to make a decislon. ! had no choice but to

take avoiding action. So | went right, but for some unexplainable reason he
drove right towards us. It was as though we were a magnet. 1| can only deduce
afterwards that perhaps he fell asleep and turbng Into us at the last minute
was a reflex action.

After the accldent | surveyed the truck and the damage looked bad, but on closer
Inspection It wasn't too severe. The tractor was demolished. We attended

to the tractor driver who obviously had a broken right leg. The fact that

he didn't flinch at the pain made me suspect he was maybe stoned. He was quite
alert throughout the ordeal and when his female relatives arrived, walling, he was
able to wave his arm to say he was ok. It didn't make them stop.

A passer-by gav3 one of the quys a ride into Lahore so we got a bus to trassport
evergone back to the International Hote. The trhlder was towed back by a
tractor.

Another passer-by was the central person In negotiating between the losal police
and me. The only reason we weren't Impounded was the fact that we agreed to
compromise., This means both parties would not register a case agalnst each
other, but settle out of court. Obviously with the time factor, | thought this
was the best thing to do.

The locals were qulick to the situation. We 6ound out later that they'd immedlately
bought off all the locals to say It was my fault. An ex-pat, Mrs Taylor, stopped
at the accldent and her Paklstan! driver found out this énformation. The amount
of money wanted by the locals started at 70,000 rupees ($4,800) Obviamsly this

was ridiculous considering the tractor driver was In the wrong.

| explained that | couldn't possibly agree to any amaunt without consulting my
company In London. But | agreed to a settlement because It meant everyone could
go. They declded they wanted 20,000 rapees ($1,300) and announced they'd be
around on Saturday to collect the money. A compromise sheet In Urdu (enclosed)
was drawn up. According to the translator that helped me, it sald no one was to
blame for the accldent and both parties agreed that they would not reglster a
case. Nor was any emmount of money mentioned,

On Friday | took Ashlif out to look at the truck. He was poslitive everything could
be repaired In a minimum of 4 days, max. 6 days,

The saga of getting the truck backiinto Lahore Is very long and very Involved.
Inshort this Is what happened.

Mrs Tayder knew some very influentional people in the traffic department. We

visited them, showed them the compromise and consistently we were told not to pay
an



Bradshaw, Accldent Report Q43MPP, page two...

anything. The police Insisted we go and collect the truck and nothing would
prevent us. Twice | went to collect Jasper whdh police and each time the Munga
Mundl police, who were run by the locals absolutely, let It leak that we were on
our way or had arrived and the locals would turn up at the very last minute. They
threatened to burn the truck and stone usi!f we moved it. The police were too
scared to do anything and would always leave, mostly before us.

We went as hlgh as the Deputy Inspector Geneeal of Police. They contacted the
Senlor Superintendent of Pollce who eventually gave us his word (apparently worth
something) that by 6pm we would have our truck In Lahore. It was the fourth day

of running from office to office to truck and back to office. Thls guarantee came
after we visited him for a 2nd time and he sald, how much will you pay them. |

sald 6,000 rupees. He replded, right, you will nav no more. !n retrospect | wished
{'d sald 3,000 rupees, or even less. The amount | sald was never questloned.

There were numerous phone calls to the SSP's office from “influential'' people that
we'd visited, knew our situation, and were only too willing to help. The pddice
sald they could not send@ truck loads of police to collect the truck unless we registered
a case. This Is a complication | decided to do without. | don't know If | was
right or wrong in this decislion. Anyway the tractor people also agreed to the sum
and hands were shook and there was a definite rellef in the alr. It was agreed to
pay the money at international Hotel.

For some reascn when we arrived the tractor people refused to sign the recelpts

and started talking about 20,000 rupees. | made It quite clear | wasn't going to pay
another repee. The tractor people left. We were back to square one. We returned
to the SSP's office who'd given us hls word the truck would be back at 6pm. He

was obvliously embarrassed and gave orders to his 21C to sort It cut.

In the end his offlce rang Manga Mund! Pollice and Manga Mundi sald they wanted us

to pay out there. Needless to say that was out of the question. We finally agreed

to pay the money to Lahore Pollce. Two of my people, Diana and Michaél, stayed

with the 6,000 rapees. Weagreed that when the truck was In Lahore | would contact the
police and the money would change hands and receipts would be signed. To my utter
dispeilef, It happened. We arrived at Ashlif's work shop at 8.30pm safe and dound.
Nic Robinshon towed me in. The recelpts were signed and the tractor owner evern

shook my hand. He didn't do too badly out of It.

The whole ordeal was harrowing and potentially quite dangerous. The interaction between
police and mobs, the corruption, bribery and Influence of various people quite

amazing. The compromise was i1legal according tb the police but in reallty an
absolutely binding acceptable document to nee and all. We can only look back and say
we were lucky that no one was killed and there were no riots.

I'm afrald towards the end, my composure was slipping and the present D.1.G., of
Traffic, Mr Faezal Mahmood, ex-International fast bdwler,asuthor of phllosophy and

a very falr, sensible diplomat sald to me, Cry and you cry alone, smlle and the world
smi les with pas. At that time, | couldn't see exactly what | had to smile about but
he did have a poist | suppose. Maybe in 10 years time 1'}1 siihle about It.

Anyway nothing more hzs been heard of the tractor people. | don't think | should have
pald anything but sometimes it's the quickest way.

The contadts the group has made have been quite amazing and they have been wonderfu!
throughout the whole ordeal. One guy in the front who saw the whole Incident has
offered to write a small report so I've said yes and Michael Edwards and Diana Culey
who helped throughout the negotiations sald they would iike to write to you so no
doubt they will. Thelr help was really great and it's amazing what a difference It
makes fn Pakistan If you know a lot about crikket. Diana met Iman Khan, some famous
cricketer who |'ve never heard of. But apparently he's famaus. Anyway, they were

R R e e S

o - 2 b )5y

e e



P —

=

24th May 1985
TO:- ANNETTE BRADSHAW - GOE ex Kathmandu 15th March '85
FROM:- DAWN AITCHISON ~ EOL

Hi Annie,

Welcome to Cairo and to the African phase of your GOE. I'm sure
you'll have a good time.

A few points:-
You have three girls (missionaries alias ........) joining you in Cairo.

JO-ANNE GRACE - New Zealand
GCAY BREEUWER - New Zealand
LYNDIE FREESTONE - Australian

So still no escape from the Australasian blood ..........

GRACE and BREEUWER are doing the All Africa and will therefore be
with you for the remainder of the trip.

FREESTONE has boughi a sector Cairo - Nairobt {she did this'in "
Melbourne Sundowners) and realises that she will not be able to see
the game parks, Kili etc. She is flying out of Nairobi(to return to
England to be a bridesmaid)on 3rd August with Aeroflot. We are
organising the ticket here and will get the ticket down to Cairo as

soon as possible. Timings will be tight but we'll see how things go ....

As you know, DIBRNA CULEY is also leaving the trip in Nairobi so
you'll be down to 17.

ACCOMMODATION - Encounter Overland will pay for accommodation
for the above three as from the night of 24th May until departure,
and for all your other EM's as part of the arrangements for GOE folk.

The next hotel accommodation to be paid for from company funds will
be in Cairo.

PARTS - all your parts requests should arrive in Cairo one way or
another. BREEUWER and FREESTONE are flying from Athens - Cairo
with a tent bag full of parts. IF they had to pay excess baggage,
can you please repay them in Cairo.

All other parts with Jo-Anne flying from London today - she is also
bringing parts for STEVE SATOW and these are to be left at:-

c/o Mohammed,

SOUTH SINAI TRAVEL,

24 HUSSEIN HEGAZI STREET,
GARDEN CITY APARTMENT 15,
CAIRO

cont'd.




Tel. 21192
Tix. 22996 SST UN

Mohammed and South Sinai are the organisation who run H.O.'s
Egypt sector so they know us quite well and are extremely helpful.
Probably a more reliable place to leave parts than the Fontana.

You should meet Steve on route somewhere in South Egypt but you
never know .... so safer to leave parts in Cairo. [f you do meet up
with him, he will be able to give you lots of useful information about
the Sudan and the route in general.

FUNDS - Enclosed are USD 34450 in cash which shuld last you until
Nairobi, when you will be refunded.

PAPERWORK - enclosed are revised passenger lists, more En Route
Reports, and various other bits and pieces. Again, anything you
require further on can be sent to NAIROBI.

MALARIA PILLS - as Sooty advised in Kathmandu, as from Cairo you
should be taking 2 Nivaquin per week together with 1 Fanzidar. Suggest
1 Fanzidar on say Sunday and then 2 Nivaquin on Wednesday. Fanzidar
to be taken until Bangui northbound, then return to a standard dose

of 2 Nivaquin per week.

ROUTE - | gather that Warren has gone over the route with you ir
Kathmandu and enclosed are some more notes on the Nile. As mentioned,
Steve Satow will be able to fill in any gaps.

Please see attached photocopy of Steve Mortimer's Report on how to obtain
a permit to travel via the Red Sea.

CARNETS - your new AIT carnets for Rwanda and Burundi will be
sent down to Nairobi for you. The FIA ones will suffice until then.

VISAS -

SUDAN - your Sudan permit is enclosed and you are to collect USD 23
per person for this visa/permit. You should present the permit at

the border.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Everyone requires a visa and you should get these in Cairo at the French
Embassy - please try and get double entry as you will go through

twice.

ZAIRE

Everyone needs these and you should get them in Khartoum again
try and get double entry visas.

UGANDA

Everyone needs these and you will get them on the border.
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KENYA - only Australian need and these can be obtained on the border.

TANZANIA -
All need Visitors' Permits - obtain these from the Tanzanian High _— )
Commission in Nairobi. J'?f:i:’{»«ffﬁ \ M
e |

RWANDA (2-one) |
All need - obtain in Nairobi in 48 h A

nee obtain in Nairobi in ours. ’{'(,,W“’TO,
(ZAIRE) 2

If unable to get Double entry visas in Khartoum, obtain them in Nairobi.
(CAR)

If unable to get double entry visas in Cairo, then obtain in Nairobi.
CAMEROUN

Obtain in Bangui - everyone needs these.

TCHAD

Obtain these in Nairobi everyone needs. (From the French).
NIGER

Will advise en route. In throws of going new route to get these.
ALGERIA

Aussies, New Zealanders and Canadians need to obtain in Agadez.
Apparently taking two weeks at present but things must get better.

MOROCCO
No-one needs.

SPAIN

Aussies and New Zealanders need. Obtain in Tetouan, Morocco.

Think that's all to do with visas but we will, of course, update you
en route.

NAIROB! - can obtain new passponts here and get vaccinations done if
required. Please let us know if anyone has new passport details.

Also please ensure everyone's insurance cover is valid until the end of
the trip.

JOHN MARTENS - his camera lens is enclosed. Encounter Overland has
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paid £40.78 for Duty and VAT so can you please collect from John.
| am holding the certificate from the Post Office here and when he
returns to London, he should be able to claim back the VAT.

Have received his letter about film and sleeping bag left in Kathmandu
and have asked Kathmandu to return it all. However, has not arrived
yet - will try and get to Nairobi.

12. GORILLAS ~ these are not included in this trip. However, most
trips are able to visit Gorillas in either Rwanda or Zaire depending
how heavy bookings are from other tourist organisations. This is
NOT INCLUDED in the trip cost.

13. KILIMANJARO - full cost paid for by EM's and please see attached
letter from us which you should discuss with your group re the huge
costs which are to be levied by the Tanzanians as of the 1st July.
This is a very recent instruction - sorry we could not have warned
everyone of it sooner.

14, CURRENCY EXCHANGE - as you are aware, everyone has to pay approx.
USD 200 in Algeria for exchange reasons and no exemptions exist.

15. VISAS - as per memo enclosed, all visa costs are to be borne by
the EM's.

16. JO-ANNE GRACE - IF she has to pay excess baggage charges at
Heathrow, please re-imburse her from trip funds.

Think that's about all, Annie. Sure l've forgotten something but can
always talk to you in Cairo.

Have a great trip and we'll be thinking of you and the group. Hope
the lads enjoy the missionaries .......... please telex from Cairo to
confirm meeting with 3 girls, visa progress and your estimated departure
date.

BANK HOLIDAY here on Monday 27th so Tuesday would be better.

Cheers -

Dawn

o AloLe Rivac Q}\/\QJSQ,\OO o eeidy

Gt deyy v %




267 Old Brompton Road, London.SW5 Tel (01)370 6951--2

Cable Encoland London
Telex 916654

REFERENCE : PROPOSED MASSIVE INCREASES TO COSTS OF
GAME PARKS AND KILIMANJARO IN TANZAN!A:

We have very recently had advice from reliable sources in Tanzania

that the authorities there intend to increase these costs by anything
up to 1200% i.e. present costs per head per day (without camping

I and transport) are U.S.$3.50/U.5.$4.00 - the proposal states anything

up to U.S.$40 per day.

Whilst we are hopeful a revision on this proposal will show less of a rise,
we are sure it will be considerable. Therefore we must advise you now
that your Kilimanjaro Climb could cost up to U.5.$280 - $300 for 5 days
(inciuding National Park Huts, etc)

Likewise, we, Encounter Overland Ltd., have not costed such high costs

into our programme. Therefore, unti! we do so, we may have no alternative
but to offer visits to Game Parks in other neighbouring countries e.g.
Rwanda, Kenya, Zambia, etc.

We do hope to have definite instructions from the Tanzanians within the
next few weeks and we will inform your Leader/Driver en route of the
outcome.

We sincerely hope this will not effect your expedition any more than
necessary and we look forward to having your aboard.

Yours sincerely

et Wany

¢ WARREN K. BURTON
Encounter Overland Limited

WKB:hrk

— )

Directors: A Lindsay jones j.C.Clark

Registered number 1021150 (ENGLAND}
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TO: ANNIE DATE: 2nd August,

FROM: SUTI

Hi Annie

Oh dear me - what to do - Jasper and the Animals stuck in Sudan!!
(Hopefully not for too long, eh what!!)

Basically, had we known you were still in Khartoum until wheneveryou were, we would
have seriously discussed the likelihood of your trip not heading west into what now
seems an impossible route at least for a few months yet.

Lance Thomas and Dave Robertson, the last northbound trip through that area

about 5 weeks ago advised us of the extreme conditions. Unfortunately you did not meet
them en route, consequently you were not aware of the seriousness of the conditions.
Obviously they have worsened to such a degree thatxﬁeavn t alternative but to instruct
you by whatever means, hopefully with Jasper, to get the group back to Khartoum.

We have no alternative but to now plan for the overflight of your groupgthopefu!ly
if you agree!!} amd yourse!f to Nairobi to join another truck to continue as per
schedule.

A huge disappointment | know but sometimes "God" or "Hewy" open up the heavens
and piss all over us - in your case, a little too much!!

Encounter Overland will pay for the overflight - it will be organised in conjunction
with Dave Johnson's Trans Africa via the Nile. We would not envisage an
overflight until early September.

But, what to do now - as | am not there | cannot be any more informative than
offering advice from others who have been through that area ie Steve Satow, Lance
Thomas and of course, Dave, who has delivered this.

| believe after phone calls with John Martens that should the weather continue,

even a return to Nyala by "road" will be impossible. Camels may well be the

only alternative - obviously not our or your preference. But you are there and we
are here and short of offering you our best wishes and all support, it is up to you all.

What | do request is that you keep us informed by whatever means you can -~ EO, as
you know are responsible for your decisions,

Linda has been in for a chat. Unfortunately your letter didn't arrive so we are still
somewhat in the dark, so to speak.

But let's get on with this problem, our thoughts are with you. We just hope things

(ephes

Cheers

=

MR. SUTI

Lo

.



TO: ANNIE IN KHARTOUM DATE: 9th September, 1985

FROM: HEATHER IN LONDON Your Overflight

Hi Annie

Well | should be jubiliantly sending these to you but | am sitting here with steam
coming out of my ears as | was faithfully promised that all the tickets would
have ok status on them but | get them at the last minute and they are all
Request....cc... Words fail me......Hoyever, , | am assured that the flight is wide
open and you will have no trouble getting them changed to OK by going to
Sudan Air in Khartoum. | have insis ed that our flight agents go and sit in
Sudan Air tomorrow until they confirm that all these tickets are definitely
confirmed so all you have to do is going into Sudan Air in Khartoum and get

ok stickers in all of them.

Believe me have been working my little arse (well maybe it's not so little!!) on

these tickets and | am né&t at all happy but | have no choice but to send them to you

as there are only 2 courier services to Khartoum a week and if | don't send

them today you won't get them in time...... | even tried the British Embassy Diplomatic
Bag but the next one doesn't go till Thursday and they cannot guarantee that

it will get there before Monday........ So you are definitely better off with

some tickets in your hot little hands even if they are RQ.

Best of luck mate - let us know once you have been to visit Sudan Air. Letter
awaits you at Poste Restante Nairobi concerning visas etc for the Nairobi
to London phase of your trip.

Wonderful to have you and the Animals back on the map Annie - we were just a little
bit worried about you........

Take care

HEATHER.



o T WAS THE FLIES that warned e,

.. the noise of their frenzied eating. 1

% covered my mouth and nose with my

- hand, and as my camel rounded a
corner | saw a man lying in the sand, naked
apart from a Join cloth. At first [ thought
he was dead but as my camel plodded by
he pushed his eibow through the cloud of
flies and opened an eve.

I wilt never forget the look of desperation
he gave me. Not far behind was my
Sudanese camel-man. By sign language |
indicated we should do something — but
death was inevitable. The flies coupled with
dehydration would complete his fare.

There were 15 of us in a Bedford truck
heading from Kathmandu to London across
Asia and the Middle East and completing
a circle of Africa before heading north (o
London. Our Great QOverland Encounter
scheduled for 32-plus weeks was the first trip
to be run in one vehicle with one driver -
whao happened to be me.

We were afl Kiwis and Aussies punctuated
with an American and Canadian. I'd
worked for Encounter Overland for just
over two years and looked on the oppor-
tunity of running this trip as an ultimate
challenge.

The living-dead man being caten by thics
was a reminder of the harshness of Africa’s
food shortage. Although he was dying on
a main nomad route, not ¢ne person had
heiped him. Food was scarce and you
looked after your own people first.

Three days later I passed by him again.
He had died and his bloated body was
covered by even more flies, though someone
had turned him around. [ assumed it was
so he would die facing Meccea.

S WE ARRIVED in Sudan, so did the
rains. They were welcome, for the
country had suffered a seven-vear dry spell
and starvation was widespread, However,
a rainy season in Sudan means that all
traffic, apart from camels and donkeys,
ceases for three to four months. We had left
Khartoum knowing the rains had come with
a vengeance and our chances of making it
into Central Africa would be limited. As we
drove south west through Southern Darfur,
walking and clearing muddy bogs, scouting
routes through rising rivers became a daily
routine.
AL Wadi Bulbul we came across a convoy
of Super Hippo trucks. You could smell the
sorghum rotting inside their sacks. The grain
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Courage, ingenuity,
humanity and a spirit of
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Bradshaw’s
extraordinary character.
It has just been
announced that she will
be a location manager
for the New Zealand-
inspired first complete
circumnavigation of the
Arctic Circle.
These travel notes are
from a recent expedition
across the Middle East
and Africa.

had been sent from the US and was destined
for the more isolated regions we were
heading for, but rain had prevented their
progress.

We communicated with the drivers
through sign-language and books. and
decided to join forces 1o try to cross the
wadi. The Super Hippos had been waiting
for over a week.

The wadi was about half a kilometre
across, so we cleared obstructions as best
we could and prepared ourselves with
sandmats. A Sudanese driver drove his
Super Hippo as (ar as he could, until it sank
into the sand. It was then our job to dig and
sandmat it to the other side.

It's amazing what can be achieved when
people work together. Between about 40 of
us we managed 10 get the truck to the other
side. We then drove the nest truck as far
into the wadi as it would go and towed it
out with the truck waiting on the far side.

After three days, our convoy of seven
trucks got across Wadi Bulbul. But lor the
Super Hippos the effort was int vain. Aid co
ordinators arrived in a Landrover and
tractor, and they were told to abandon any
attempts at further progress.

The American co-ordinator told me he
had been in Bulbul only two weeks carlier
and would not have recognised the place,
as the rains had allowed the dormant
vegetation to emerge in full bloom.
According to their reports, all Sudanese
trucks had stopped running for the wet
season, and although they shook their heads
in a solemn way and told us we would not
make our destination, we decided to press
on towards Central Africa. | could not cail
the trip off on hearsay — the facts were
something we would have to discover for
ourselves.

ARLIER ON we had suffered a set-back

in Pakistan which had delayed our trip
by almost a fortnight. To be two weeks late
in a rainy season can be critical.

In Pakistan there is a constant flow of
traffic on both sides of the road. It consists
of everything from bicycles and rickshaws
to trucks. Il you don’t overtake under these
circumstances, you can find yourself
crossing Asia at five kilometres an hour.

IU's also common for Pakistanis to play
“chicken” — especially with tourists. This
is a game of staying in the centre of the road
for as long as you dare, as another truck
comes towards you.
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[ had been overtahing truck, facing an
on-coming tractor. { wasn’t worried, even
when the tractor pulled i to the middle of
the road and, as | expected, drifted back
onto its side of the road. Then just as [ was
drawing level, the driver suddenly pulled
back into the middle of the road and we met
virtually head-on.

The tractor snapped in two and the
truck’s front axle was torn from the U-bolts
and forced back, tearing the sump of and
scraping the big-end bearings as it went. We
finaliy came to rest under a tree on the
wrong side of the road.

We were still upright but 1 was
considerably closer to the ground than 1
wanted to be and the engine oil, which had
been used for only 33 kilometres, formed
a pool bencath us.

No one on the truck was injured but the
tractor driver, who had obviously been
smoking something a little stronger than
tobacco, had a broken leg. The smile on his
face told us he was in no pain.

A crowd gathered, made up mostly of
women who wailed at the top of their voices.
{t was difficult to hear voursell speak. The
more | tried 1o tell them the Pakistani driver
was okay, the louder they wailed. They
weren’t even in tune.

It took four days of intense negotiations
to retrieve our truck. Because we were
foreigners (which equals wealth) the
Pakistani tractor owners wanted $US4,500
for damage to their vehicle, even though it
wasn't our fault.

The police said we shouldn’t pay, but
every time we went (0 collect the truck the
locals knew we were coming and threatened
to burn it if we didn’t come up with the
money. [ asked for police protection, but
they gave me only one or two armed men
who were terrified of the locals and who
assured me that the truck would indeed be
burnt if the money wasn’t paid.
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Slow progress across a muddy bog.

I told the police 1 needed a truck-load of
armed men but they would not do this
unless I registered a case. If I did register
a case they told me it would probably take
a year before it was heard and the damaged
truck had to.be produced as evidence.
Obviously this was out of the question.

An arbitrator finally suggested [ pay them
and be donc with it. 1 nominated $US400.

An arbitrator finally suggested I pay them
and be done with it. I nominated $US400.
The arbitrator simply said, “And that is all
you will pay?” I believe if I'd said four
dollars | would have paid just that.

Four days later, a mechanic fixed the
truck with nothing more than hammer and
heat, and to top it off presented me with a
certificate which made me an Honorary Life
Member of the Pakistan Transport and
Workers Union. [ bet I'm the only Western
woman to hold the honour.

1 G

Putting the truck through a test of temperament.

HiS ACCIDENT made me a little ner-

vous, so when [ went to Iran I took the
advice of a fellow driver and headed
through the southern part of the country.
While we were looking at the map I point-
ed out that the road seemed to be a little
close to I[raq, and as they were at war it
might be dangerous. He assured me it wasn’t
and | believed him.

As it turned out, the road was indeed too
close to fraq and at about 6.00pm one even-
ing we were arrested at gunpoint, and after
spending a night at an army post we were
escorted by five jeeps equipped with anti-
aircraft guns back to a town called
Sardenaj, where we were checked out by [n-
terpol for being spies.

In a stressed moment 1 told a soldier to
“Shut-up and go away”. [ hadn’t realised he
was a general, as he was dressed in the same
desert uniform as other soldiers.

After hours of questions and checks the
general told me to gather my group as he
had something to say. Despite my repeated
questions he kept me in suspense the whole
time., When he eventually told us we could
20 he half-smiled and looked at me sideways
and said, “I haven’t forgotten you told me
to shut-up and go away.” | just smiled and
thought, thank God | hadn't been more ex-
plicit.

Our visas expired the next day and they
told us we had to back-track to the main
road via Esfahan. Although 1 drove solidly
from 3.00pm until 10.00am the following
morning, we arrived late, but they seemed
to know we were coming and let us into Tur-
key without any problems. However, the in-
cident made us even later for the rainy

0
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“I took the fuel system apart from tank to injectors.”

HE RAIN contir ued to fill every dentin

the carth’s surfae. De p down inside 1
knew our chances of makine it were sery,
very slim.

The border between Sudan and Central
Africa was called Um Dafog and we had
been told that during the rainy season it be-
comes encircled by a huge swamp prevent-
ing any access by vehicle. So in Rahed El
Berdi | decided to send scouts to see if this
was true. If the way was clear they would
wait for us at Um Dafog, and if not they
were to go on to Bangui, the capital of Cen-
tral Africa and the ncarest place ahead, with
a communication to the outside world.

[t was over 1000 kilometres away and the
only transport was a camel. The adminis-
trator in Rahed told us there was a mission
plane that flew once a week from Birao, just
over the Central African border, and if our
scouts were tucky they would be able to
hitch a ride. This would halve the distance.

There was only one man on the truck who
| thought could accomplish this formidable
journcy. There were no maps. He would
have to rely entirely on his initiative and he
had to have the will to carry on when every-
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thing looked hopeless. His name was John
Mart ns, an Australian chef and he agreed
to und-rtake the challenge.

He chose a travelling companion, who
would have to wait in Birao while Johno un-
dertook the second part of the journey
alone.

Smugglers heading south with empty
loads were plentiful so they were quite hap-
py to take two paying passengers as far as
the border. | think everyone had a lump in
their throats as we waved goodbye to our
friends. No one really knew what lay ahead
of them.

By the end of the day, the river which
separated us from our road to the border
had grown from an ankle-deep stream to a
river we had to swim across. The adminis-
trator said the road was closed anyway, so
he organised a guide to help us find a way
to the border. We would truly be going
overland.

Our guide was an old Sudanese man and
we spent a fot of time waiting while he
walked around finding the best route. It was
a frustrating time for all of us as our rela-

tionship was based on trust. The language

barrier aliowed no explanations.

However, our frustrations were (o
deepen, for early on July 24 the truck decid-
ed to stop for no obvious reason. Although
we didn’t know it at the time we were 10 re-
main abandoned for the next 28 days. The
guide decided he had a family to look af-
ter, and left us.

[ took the fuel system apart from tank to
injectors and replaced it with every spare
part | had. Nothing was obviously wrong
except for one thing: I'd flattened the bat-
teries.

We could not push the truck — it simply
sank and every other trick to start it failed.
As | went to bed that night the seriousness
of the problem stole a few hours of my
sleep.

Bush telegraph is extremely efficient and
it didn’t take long for hungry people to ar-
rive at our camp. There were a lot of aid
vehicles in Sudan and these people didn’t
know we were merely travellers.

It’s funny how people react under stress.
Some of the group shared their food and
others gorged themselves on second and
third helpings, oblivious to the silent hun-
gry or indecd our own circumstances. Even-
tually the famished people moved on.

| decided to leave the truck in search of
a battery charger, so we flagged down a
came!, loaded the two batteries and started
walking to the fabled town of Um Dafog.

Camel men can walk tirelessly all day and
exist on virtually no food. We couldn’t. One
night we stopped, as usual, near a nomad
camp. Hunger had taken its grip and |
brought out my very last six Sudanese
pounds and indicated to the camel-man we
needed something — anything to eat.

He returned five minutes later carrying a
brown, mangy, ancient, male goat. It
looked absolutcly delicious. He slaughtered
it where we sat with such skill it didn’t bleat
a murmur and we threaded its flesh onto
sticks, cooked it around the fire and ate
every single bit — inside and out.

Just before we reached Um Dafog we dis-
covered that it was, indeed, surrounded by
a swamp. Camels have smooth Mlat feet and
are not equipped to walk through water.
They had to be forced through the mud and
fell on a number of occasions. :

At the village my heart sank. There was
nothing in Um Dafog except for a well and
an empty souk. It didn't take long to dis-
cover that our scouts had gone on to Cen-
tral Africa.

But we found a battery charger. It was
unbelievable — especially when they showed
us they even had petrol to run it. Two days
later we had charged the batteries and
regenerated our bodies by eating intestines
and doughnuts.

Three days later, back again in camp |
checked the engine. Satisfied that it should




go | tried once —~ nothing. 1 tried again —
still nothing. An awful silence fell. I was so
devastated | couldn’t even cry. After a while,
a card game started up and, with a stoicism
that seems to come only from adversity, the
group carried on as normal.

There was nothing to do but try again.
This time I went alone, though rain made
it a slower trip.

Once again | arrived in Um Dafog, where
the Sudanese were as sympathetic and
friendly as usual.

Then, one afternoon, when [ was return-
ing from the well, someone shouted, “Hey,
Bradshaw!”

| couldn’t believe my senses. Wandering
along the track with a stick and a loaded
donkey were the scouts and another driver,
calted Dave Robertson. They were beard-
ed, dirty and looked as though they'd come
from a long way away — as indeed they
had. It was a month, almost to the day,
since they’d left. I promptly burst into tears.

They had stories to tell of strange people,
little and no food, wrong paths and (aith-
ful donkeys. When Johno had flown back
to Birao he'd found the smugglers were
loaded with bounty so wouldn’t carry them
unless they paid an outrageous sum of
money.

“Difficult times ...
often create a bond
which lasts a
lifetime.”’

Any other person would have agreed to
pay the money, but not Johno. He bought
a donkey and decided to walk.

The Sudanese decided to lend us the bat-
tery charger and told us to leave it in the
next town. This meant we wouldn't have to
lose yet another week. | can't begin to
describe the generosity of the Sudanese peo-
ple. Although outwardly poor, they are
surely the richest of all people on the inside.

We returned to the truck, which seemed
to agree that it was time to go, for aflter a
lot of whining and wheezing it burst into
life. We celebrated by swapping our dwin-
dling supplies of tea and sugar for a goat
and some chickens and had a banquet.

T WOULD have been fatalistic to wait

for the dry season so we agreed that we
should try to return to Khartoum.

Our return journey was successful only
because we had a fortnight’s dry spell. We
still had to dig and push, and at one stage,
although we were close enough to a village

to walk to it each night, it took us three days
to get the truck there.

One person left the truck 1o make his way
into Central Africa by camel. We never saw
him again but heard fater that he'd made it.

Three people suffered badiy from tropi-
cal festers and during the return journey
were flown to Khartoum by an aid helicop-
ter which we met by chance dropping food
to villages.

A year later, while heading south, Dave
Robertson died from cerebral malaria in
Cameroon.

Most of the others are married now and
some have even produced offspring.

When vou share difficult times with
people it can often create a bond which lasts
a lifetime. | was a lucky person to have a
lot of stoical, enterprising people with me
~ especially Johno.

I remember an ancient, dirty calendar,
three years out of date, hanging lop-sided
on the wall of an Indian border-guard’s
office. 1t simply said, “Do not pray for an
easy life, pray to be a stronger person.” |
thought it a useful message. ]

Annie Bradshaw (34) has been travelling
all her life. Her adoptive parents, two
brothers and sisters moved around the
country every three or four years, as dad
changed jobs. “We no sooner made
friends and settled in than we'd have to
uproot and move again. [t was hard, but
in a way it’s good for you [ think.”

After finishing high school, Bradshaw
did a journalism course in Wellington,
then worked stints on the Manawatu
Evening Standard and the Rotorua Daily
Post.

But what she really wanted was to go
overseas. “I'd always wanted to travel.
| never, ever thought about anything
else.” She had a plan. “I thought I'd put
10 years aside to see the rest of the world.
Because 10 years out of a lifetime isn’t
much. You cducate yourself, say, from
zero 10 20 years old. Then 20 to 30 are
the only years you really have as your
own person. And even if you get mar-
ried at say, 30, 35-plus, it’s still over half
vour life married.”

So at 21, Bradshaw and her boyfriend
headed off to London. “Lived in Lon-
don for three years. Bought a van, went
round Europe and stuff like that. And
then, when | was 25, we gol engaged.
That was sort of like a big turning point.
| went away to Africa to think about
whether or not I really wanted to get
married.”

She didn’t. She fell in love with Afri-
ca and, as soon as she got back to Lon-
don, applied for any job that could get
her back there. Encounter Overland ac-
cepted her as a trainee leader/driver. She
had a difficult time learning to become
a competent diesel mechanic. “Essential-
ly I lied about my driving and mechani-
cal experience. I was the most useless,
spastic trainee you could ever come
across.” But she survived, and ended up

ANOTHER ADVENTURE

working for the company for seven
years, guiding groups through Africa,
Asia and South America, gathering lots
of good stories “to tell in the pub
afterwards”.

She came back to New Zealand about
18 months ago, because “it was a really
transient way of life. You got to know
people for three months and then they
disappeared. You're always living out of
the cab of your truck or a tent. There’s
no hot water, and you can't eat what you
want to. It's just...just the luxuries.”

She also decided to contact her birth
mother., “It’s really good. I'm quite close
to her now. She’s special. I could say I've
got two mothers!” Returning home
meant settling down. “You have to think
about buying a house, getting a bit be-
hind you. And [ never earned enough to
pay tax for the whole time [ worked for
EO. You don't do it for the money, that’s
for sure.”

Despite all the best intentions, settling
down will have to wait a while. There’s
another adventure. This month she starts
her job as location manager for Graeme
Dingle’s Expedition Artikos — a com-
plete circumnavigation of the Arctic
Circle.

“We fly out in three wecks and |
haven’t even seen the radio. I'm running
round saying, ‘Can [ listen to your radio?
What are you supposed to say?’ It’s a
nightmare!” A nightmare she’s really
looking forward to. “Travelling stirs
something from within you that nothing
else does. I thought I’d gotten over it. |
thought nothing would ever make me go
away again.”

She’ll be back in New Zealand towards
the end of the year. After that? “I’m not
going anywhere. Ever again.” Though
she does have very fond memories of
Zaire... Shelley Howelis
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