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Visited Okapi and Pygmies at Epulu. Nothing much between there and
Goma. 12 EMs went up volcano (nct active any more!). They enjoyed the
walk but got wet. Exit from Zaire was no problem, entry into Rwanda
was the same. Stayed one night in Gisenyi and arrived Kigali Saturday
lunchtime, so we kept going. Exit Rwanda was OK. Entry Tanzania was
slow but without problems. Stayed until early afternoon and night

in mission at Rulenge to avoid one hell of a rain storm.

Ferry at Busisi took 7 hours. At Mwanza bought insurance. Nobody
seems to bother any more with foreign road tax.

We headed off to Serengeti, decided most of the animals were in the
western corridoxr, so in we went, the first 23km took 6 hours of pushing
and digging, but it was worth it. After that we found lots of game.
Camped the night at the Seronera Hostel. Next day drove around Seronara
Valley in the morning and on to Lake Ndutu to camp. Next morning on

to Ngorcngoro and down crater. You can now pay in Tanzanian shillings.
There was alot of game in the crater - a whole 3 days enjoyed by all.
On to Arusha and stayed there a iy and cleaned the truck (and ourselves).
Crossing the border was very slow but no problems. Camped 50 miles

from Nairobi to find early next morning that Halford was camped over
the next hill. We spent a couple of hours with them and then left

for Nairobi.

Another truck'’s

EM : "How did you get your truck so clean?"”
Ever Polite EO Driver : "F..... g water"
Bewildered EM : “"Ch!"

Lusaka 19 Feb : Naircbi - Mombassa - Kilimanjaro - Iringa - Tunduma -
Mpika - Kabwe - Lusaka.

Nairobi to Mombassa was one day without problems. Shelly Beach

Campsite 5/- per person. We stayed there 4 days with good weather

and everyone really enjoyed it. One day to border at Taverta, crossing

was no problem. Stayed at Kibo Hotel for Kili climb. Of the 12 climbers

10 made it to Uhuro and , and I took rest of group to Manyara where

we saw lots of elephants and tree lions - a very worthwhile trip.

We arrived back at the hotel at the same time as the climbers and

had a group meal out that evening. The camp costs 15/~ a night with

truck and trailer no charge. Obtained road permit in Arusha to speed

up cholera road block checks. (There were 8 checks in all.) Drive to

the border was no problem and crossing took 1% hours. EMs who needed

Zambia visas got them in Nairobi as it saves time at the border -

especially if they don't have dollars.

On to Lusaka, arrxived night of 18th. We were all a bit tired from

5 days slog from the Kibo Hotel, but happy and well. All the same
they're looking forward to arriving in the big city. JC

London-Johannesburg 11 February Leader : Bob Arnold

EDA Kano 13 March Vehicle: NRB 956J

Tunis 22 Feb : Fuel pump has been giving me alot of trouble, if it
doesn't improve its performance I will replace it

with a new one. I've done both pinion seals on both front and rear

diff, also have had two lots of dirty fuel and have had to replace

two fuel filters. Transfer pump is not working, have had it out but

it's still not working. )




Had one flat tyre in France. The group is settling in well, but we all
look forward to getting further south to the warmth. It's been very cold
with plenty of snow. '

The group decided to purchase some wine in Italy. This was supposed

to help them out through the hard dry desert. Well we ended up getting
71 litres, but by the time we got Trapani we had to replace 50 litres,
which had been cosumed in 3 days.

Will be going to Djanet. I've been speaking to a Swiss lad who just
came up that way and it seems to be reasonable. Also fuel is available in
the area as well as in Djanet.

RA
Johannesburg-~London 27 Septembexr 77 Leader : Mike Robinson:
Arrived London 3 February Vehacle : GLW 919J

Mike thank you for a very well run expedition with a happy group.

Johannesburg-London 1 February Leadexr : Alan Dougall
EDA Bangui 4 Apxil Vehicle : LUR 975P
Tusaka 8 Feb - Little of significance so far. Botswana borders no
problem. Zambians pleasant and efficient as usual.
Few questions about the length of stay in SA but nothing heavy. Th2
road was half washed away 200 kms south of Kasangula - now impassable
the papers here say. Victoria Falls very wet, much more impressive
than last time's pathetic dribble. Having a pleasant time swimming
at Yielding ffree Farm, 8 miles west of Lusaka. AD

Johannesburg-London 1 March to be led by Simon Strong with AOR 621J.
Good luck Simon.

ET T R RS IR S R Rk

RUSSELL CHAPMAN was an Expedition Member on London-Joburg 20 August 77
led by Alan Dougall. He booked with Geoff Thorne of CANTREK. His
letter comes from Montreal, dated 15 February. An excerpt :

Truus Roest and I went out on your expedition to Johannesburg last
20 August, and I'm just writing this note to say how thoroughly we
enjoyed the trip. Of course we had our share of problems, what trip
doesn't? But they were all taken in stride, which all contributed
to a very challenging and exciting experience.

We had a good group and one contributing factor to this good morale
was that everyone knew what they were getting into so could cope with
the situations we came up against - keep telling it like it is !
Geoff Thorne sure does and it's a good thing.

Perhaps more important was that Alan Dougall was a fine expedition
leader-driver-mechanic-diplomat-motivator~everything a group leader
should be ; and for our part, we never doubted his ability. RC
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Barranquilla-Rio 15 December 77 Leader : Paul Cunnington

EDA Asuncion 30 March Vehicle : RHS 301M (Dodge)

La Paz 10 Feb : Lima - Nazca - Abancay - Cusco - Macchu Picchu -
Sicuari - Puno - Desagero - La Paz.

Visited ruins cf Pachamac out of Lima. Both fan belts disappeared

en route to Nazca so we drove on a mutilated pair of tights as

spare belts were too small.

Three of the group took 45 min flights over Nazca Lines for US$23,

and they were highly impressed by their excursion. The road to Cusco
was wet and difficult, we took 3% days with the truck which was

very difficult to start in the mornings. Eventually I discovered

an excess of ether was the only way after a 2 hour session one morning.
Met TT in their Dodge 600 bus - apparently their chassis' not

strong enough.

Stayed for 2 nights in the Hotel Americana - definitely recommended
although prices have risen 30% on 1 Feb. (Macchu Picchu entrance is
now 650 soles i.e. US$5 approx). The group went up Macchu Picchu but
I had to stay for 2 nights at Agues Calientes as landslides delayed
the trains. I worked on the truck at INCA Motors and eventually met
up with the others at Ollataitombe. Two days were then spent touring
the sites of the Cusco area. Unfortunately we missed out on the

Pisac Sunday Market, but altogether the seven days in the area were
highly successful.

Then 5 eventful days to reach La Paz over appalingy roads. Got the
truck bogged twice for a 4 hour session of digging each time. Once on
a diversion 40 kms north of Sicuari via Yanaoca as the other road

was flooded. The second time happened after visiting Baros Ulluminis,
which are hot baths 8 kms from Sicuari. We camped up there one night
and on the drive down in the morning the truck slid sideways into

a stream that was sharing space with the truck. To see the ladies
redirect the stream and then dig out the truck using mostly

cutlery (surely proves Ian, that I've at least got the harem organised) !
Tock the trip to visit the Uru Indians from Puno ~ one girl was
actually attacked by a group of children over two bananas.

After a group discussion we crossed into Bolivia via Sesagedero and
visited ruins of Tihuanaco. Forced to spend 4 nights in La Paz as
had great difficulty retiming pump/engine after MacDonald's
hopeless efforts in Lima. A manual (engine) would have been most
helpful.

Left Friday 10 Feb to visit Coroico only to find the road blocked
by an avalandie 70 kms in. Today we're returning to La Paz and then
onto Oruru, etc. PC

Rio-Barranquilla 26 February (originally 9 Feb) Leaders : Allan Townsing

Pat Taylor

EDA Asuncion 26 Maxch Vehicle : ¥Y39839 (GMC)

We're pleased to welcome back Big Al into South America, from where he's taken

from John Wilkinson as leader. There have been many problems with the
truck, not least of which are mechanical. Janine Thomson flew from

6.
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LINDA's DIARY - The Final Stretch. (Barranquilla-Rio 15 Oct 77)

Linda Banks has returned to work at EOL on 13 February
and brought with her the final edition of her South America
travels, datelined Hotel Globo (Annexo), Rio de Janeiro 6 Feb.

_-.._—.-._—.—..._.—_-—_....——...-——.—_—_—___-.—.-_—.—-_...—____—-—-_—..-..__—._-...____._...._.

Sweet People - (as one of our Swiss friends calls when she's about to
serve dessert)

My last letter left you heading far south in Argentina, towards Tierra
del Fuego. I can't belive that was 2 months ago and now the expedition's
over and I'm winding down with a few days in glorious Rio - everyone else
is winding up, throwing themselves headfirst into the madness and gaiety
of the world-famed Carnival ! Well, I'm dipping a cautious toe into the
whirlpool but perhaps in a less zestful way than some of my ex-fellow
EMs.

Give me the easier pace down at Ipanema, caught somewhere between the
dazzling white of the sand and the searing blue of an endless sky,
turtle~torpid under the crushing sun. The suxrf beats like a metronome
beneath the over-riding thythms of street bands all around and soft
Atlantic breezes tease at the palms along the boulevards. It's all
'go' on these EO trips,

But let me take you back to the hard life.

Comodoro Rivadavia is a big oil town on the eastern coast of Argentina
and the point where we really began the run to Tierra del Fuego. There
are several hundred kilometres from here that are flat and monotonous
and which we will have to cover again on our return journey. We'd
made a changs in cur plans ("flexibility is the keynote of Encounter
expeditions”) and decided to head straight for Ushuaia, taking in

Lago Argentinoc on the way back. Five days of long driving lay ahead
and while I say they were monotonous, the physical aspect of the land
was relieved by the numerous sightings we made of local wildlife.
Solitary guanacos (cousins, again, to the llama), fleeting long-eared
hares, small groups of the emu-like rheas with their soft grey plumage
and ruffling petticoats of white as they bob -away into the dry pampas
grass. Very occasionally, as a rare treat, we'd glimpse my favourite
South American animal, the armadillo, making a hasty dash across the
path of the truck and all efforts to catch up with one failed
miserably. About 20 kms on from Fitz Roy, we detoured right for another
85kms to take a look at the mysterious Bosque Petrificado ~- a petrified
forest of amazing huge tree trunks and vast areas of strewn stumps -
and returned to the main road next day, very impressed. On and

on our road continued, broken at infuriatingly reqular intervals by
wide cattle grids, reminding us that we were actually travelling
through several great 'estancias' all the way down to Tierra gel
Fuego. San Julian, Piedra Buena, Rio Gallegos .~ the towns en route
steadily clicked by as we consumed miles and days. At last to Balsa,
after crossing the border back into Chile and being delighted to learn
that our TV debut in Santiago was seen even this far south at the
guardpost. GMC was one of four vehicles loaded on to the ferry
"Patagonia" for the Y%-hour sailing across the Straits of Magellan,
accompanied by schools of leaping and diving black and white porpoises
that crossed and re-crossed our bows and gambolled in the frothing
wake. The truck rolled off the creaking ferry and we were actually

on Tierra del Fuego !







we couldn't stay around for the following day's edition to hit the
streets, with a photo of this strange, lumpy creature in Bill Wallace's
down Jjacket, only fingertips, feetand eyes visible and striking a
cheesecake pose across the sandmats ! We had hoped to proceed much
further north in Chile, towards the twin mountains of Payne Towers

and find a way to cross there into Argentina but discovered that the
enjoining road between the two countries stops 10 kms short on the
Argentine side. There is another town half way between Puerto Natales
and Payne Towers but while there's a road there, there is no frontier.
So it means making our final exit of Chile here and re-entering
Argentina at the sprawling, industrial town of Rio Turbio just

before dusk, to camp in fields of white clover and daisies a little
way along the road to Calafate.

As we approach Calafate and Lago Argentino, the termperature drops
further and the wind increases. It's a long 'pampas' day and we

sit almost immobile, buried in down jackets, gloved and mufflered and
swathed in blankets and ponchos. Can you imagine what it's like getting
out of these things in a hurry when we have a loo stop?!

At lunchtime, we're flat on our backs on the ground, like so many
multi-coloured, beached whales, in order to present the lowest
profile to the wind. What seems like days later, we're suddenly

in Calafate and after a litfle 3-hour rest for dear GMC in a nice
garage bay, head for the far end of Lago Argentino and our first
breathtaking sight of the Moreno Glacier, the only growing glacier
in the world and one of the most magnificent sights in a South
America full of spactacles.

The next morning's eager arising is greeted miserably by drifting
sheets of drizzling rain. I guess our luck couldn't hold for ever
and this is the first continuous day of rain we've had. It drips
from the trees in a steady Adrumming on the sodden flysheets and runs
down our necks as we scamper from tent to truck and back again. Oh
well, out with the wellies and waterproofs and down to the lake's
edge, determined to see more of this wonder of nature. There is an
eerie atmosphere in the silence of the water and the shore. Large
icebergs appear out of the mist, chunks that have broken off the
glacier and fallen into the lake, and they drift noiselessly by

and vanish. Mountain peaks look out of the clouds for an instant and
then retreat and here and there, big birds glide down, shining and
wet, and wheel upwards again. And the only noise is the thunder of
the unseen glacier, moving and breaking as it creeps inexorably
forward into the lake. A 10km walk around the shoreline brings you
right on to the glacier itself, a high wall of electric-blue ice
that is just suddenly there in front of you. From a higher point on
the road, you can clamber down on to it and it grinds and cracks
around you, shedding boulders of ice from its face with explosive
rumblings. This 1s awesome in every sense of the woxd.

The following three days after our reluctant departure from Lago
Argentino were unforgettable only for their monotony as we once

more pushed up through Santa Cruz and Comodoro Rivadavia, over the
same pampas we'd crossed going south. By 19 January however, we were
leaving the main route north to cut over to Camarones on the coast
and take a look at the incredible penguin and seal colonies. Well
off the beaten track, it's possible here to move down amongst the
penguins and sit within inches of them, photographing to your heart's
content, or just delighting in their comical activities as they hop
in and out their burrows, or march in long, prim lines, Chaplin-
fashion, down the pebbled beach and step daintily into the water,

10.
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Son completed a successful expedition finishing in Rio

¥y in time for the Rio Carnival. Pat Taylor, a newcomer to EO but
out to assist with the turnaround in Rio. The turnaround

ated by the fact that the majority of garages anhgd shops

Over the carnival period. Despite this the group left

on 9 February, only to break down 50 kms out of Rio with

earing collapsed.

& telex on this problem on the evening of the 10th,
son flew down to Rio from San Francisco on the morning
with the new crankshaft and bearings. Her role was to
Oup on a 6-day trip by bus down the Brasilia coast, while

and finally left Rio on the 26th with Al Townsing
as leader, with Pat as second driver.

Allan Towns
ool LowWnsing

ing

Al has rejoined EO after a 2 month break in Australia. He flew to

I.ondon from

Australia las+ Thursday (23 Feb) and was on his way again

out to Rio on Friday to lead the northbound Rio-Barranquilla expedition
with Pat Taylor. We all welcome him back ang wish him well.

Green Card

insurance

Cover is for the specified trip and drivers only and is full thirg
barty and unlimited passenger liability. The period is 14 days only

and extends

from ug, through Europe and includes European Turkey.

Neither Asiatic Turkey nor any areas east of Turkey are covered.
Drivers must .therefore continue to obtain local cover in Istanbuvl
and eastwards.

Londra Camping, Istanbul. Ensure that accurate date of leaving Istanbul

is given as
reach UK if

cover, being valid for only 14 days, may expire before you
you ask for it too early.
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