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The afternoon was spent stocking the truck, mending a puncture, etc, before
ieaving on the morning of the 28th. The permits were taken at the first
police check, 25 miles from Herat. We insisted on a receipt, which worked
worders when produced at Qual-i-Naw, 4 nights en route to Maumana. This was
really the best route imaginable for this group. We were woken on the
second morning by a 200 strong nomad camel train at 5.30. We bcught a sheep
for barbecuing from them after a lot of bargaining which was fascinating,
but very time consuming. Maumanas tap water was not functicning and in

fact water, or the lack of clean water, has been the major bug of the

trip. We managed by using the wells in the school yards which seemed cleaner

thanmost and gave no problems. We missed the Doulatabad turning and so
failed to cross the desert as per manual, but went on through

Andkhul to Shibargan. Never again ! That road is really truck breaking.
Beautifuliy graded but a soaked pebble rolled surface which has broken up .
We cracked a leaf in one of the rear springs that day. After a morning of
dirty fuel cleanup we reached Balkh for an hour and obtained beautiful
clear well water and we filled up the tank.

Up tc Mazar-e-Sharif which was enjoyed by all, and then a long afterncon's
drive south to camp near Ribat. Up early the next day and we tcck the
Deshi - Bamiyan road and reached Bamiyan at 3.15 p.m. We spert the night
at *the Bakery at Bandi-Amir - very cold that right fcr camping

I managed to get my boat inflated next morning and 1 spent. 2 hcurs on

the lakes. 1 should have some good photos for EO's slide show! Then back
toc Bamiyan after lunch to have a group meal at the Bakery and a night

at the Caravan hotel. Azzim is well and asks to be remembered always!

Ther: down tc Kabul on the 5th. One axle drop chain stripped the eye bkolt
threads and by lunch time 3 leaves in one spring and one in the other
t¥aller spring were broken. None of the group noticed the tinkling chair
and thig cest us 3 hours while I changed one spring with the spare We're
now camping at Friends Hotel - it's really grotty and they don't seem to
care 2t ali - 1 won't come here again.

Ore of the Swiss girls lost her passport, morey and vaccinartion card
vesterday {6 Aug} on her way to the Indian Embassy to get a visa, It was
it a pouch around her shoulder alcng with cne camera and cne large
shcuider bag -~ just the pouch vanished. We are trying tc get a replacement
vaccinaticn card and an identity pass from her consulate sc that she can
get an exit visa and her Indian visa. The group is generally in gocd
gpirits arnd even the murky water did not prove a set back.

8 Aug - The girl whe lost her passport, travellers cheques and vaccination
certificate, has at time of posting cobtained a temporary pass

card frem her consulate, an Indian visa and has had a new vaccination

certvif:icate 1ssued. American Express have closed their office in Kabul

¢ she has telexed Zurich to cancel her cheques. We have wasted a day

here duve to this, but 1t seemed fairer this way; she is coping well

wi:th the worry - ghe is now off obtaining an Afghan Exit Visa. TC

HANDBOOK INFO FROM TOM : MASHAD. Note that the gas station 1s within
l mile of Mashad Camping on the cther side of
the Aziav Highway, on the way toc Tayebat and behind the industrial area.TC
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SOUTH RIMERITA

2315 de Jdneirol-.aarfihéuiii: 11 May | Leaders: Paul Cunningfghv
| ' Dick Wheaton
'EDA Barranquilla 2 September : _ Vehicle: RHS 301M (Dodge)

Trujillo, Peru 7 Aug : (éxcerpt from report). In Lima I spent two complete

days fighting the Aduanas at the airport. I'm afraid
it stretched my patience well beyond breaking point, but in thecerid we did
manage to procure the windscreen for only $37 import duty.

Dick Wheaton arrived in Lima on 3 Aug, bringing in all the engine parts
without any problems, and within 6 hours was working at the garage - not
much change from Wren Park raally!

During the innumerable breakdowns we've had I've been overwhelmed with the
help and patience I've had from the group. It's nothing to have up to six
people working on the vehicle at any one time, and while I'we-been away
from the vehicle they've completed a whole gseries of small jobs. PC

We're hoping that with the advantage of having Dick on the trip and-with
all the new parts, the final leg of the trip has been a smooth one. Well
.done with the windscreen Paul. Ed. v

i
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|'HE NEW DODGE WBi 648S, which “was ‘'shipped out to South America for the '

1 2 Septembgr Barranquilla-Rio .expedition, has now arrived in Barranguilla.

i Derek Biddle and Pat Taylor report that there has been some damage f{broken
jwindscreen) in transit, but they are now involved in clearing the truck out
+of customs in preparation for their trip. IW
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THIS EE2. THE TRUCK WE SHIPPED SENOR- AND
THE OTHER ONE S THE Birs THAT "FELL
1 OFF" ON Tyie VovAGE .
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S -nf.igiggndon-éohanggpbu:gf6 May Leader : Jerry Creamer

Arrived .Joburg 30 August . - Vehicle: LLK 183 .

Dar es Salaam 13 Aug : Spent 2 days in Kigali looking for diff - no chance.

So lefit to collect diff sent by London. On leaving

ad Kigali, third arm top on RHS 2 studs sheared off, I spent half a day

E getting them drilled out. Whilst I was parked at the post office sending

you my telex, someone forced open a small window andbbske into the cab

and took the medical kit and my kitbag with all my clothes in it. People

] returning to the truck found the medical kit and the remains of my

P wardrobe. The guard in the back of the truck heard nothing - and this

happened after all the warnings I gave them. Road to the border and

crossing was no problem. By the night, the diff pan had 3 holes in it,

and I took off the rear prop.

" “The Mission now charges 5/- a head for camping and use of shower - which
doesn't work. Also it's difficult to get water at all. They didn't
appear to want_us_ there at all, so it's better to stay in the bush. From
Rulenge the road was dry and with steep hills (with just the froht axle)
LLK wouldn't go up th#'hills. So I had to put the prop back on and clonk
along. Just out of Gaita, bang ... rear wheels locked solid. So I then
had to take out the half shafts, put plastic bags over the ends to keep
cil in - and away we went to Mwanza. At Mwanza I picked up 2 telegrams,
one from EOL and one from JPD; put facts together and got dizzy. Parts
being with John in Kili.

With problems like the Kenya border, 3 EMs getting off in East Africa,

I had to go to the game parks, so we went round and through Serengeti,
Ngorongoro and Lake Manyara. Three really good days were enjoyed by ali, v,
even though we got stuck in Manyara for 1 hour, where we saw 10 lions in
Manyara with fresh killed buffalo. !

®Ad ALfFi&ilty getting up one steep hill on the way into Ngorongord, thén had
td push{all tha way .to:Arusha, Stayed one day, tried to ring JFD -'no

chance. Dropped off 2 Kenya EMs here, the third wanted to climb Kili.

I met John just out of Moshi and got the parts from him. He was looking

well, with a somewhat green group. Spent about an hour scandal-mongering and
aleo the future of EO and the single man. Wished each other seasonal

greetings and parted. We set off to the Kibo Hotel and to climb Kili.

8 made it to Gillmans Point (19,340'), but it was too damn cold to go

any further, so we all came down. I managed to get a badly sprained

ankle on the way down and was limping for 20 painful miles (1t's OK now).

Off to Dar es Salaam, camping at Oyster Bay, from where I've now had
my brief case stolen from the cab. The wiridow was left open for less
than 5 minutes - EO lost nothing I'm pleased to say. I lost my

address books, international driving permit, PSV badge dnd other odds.
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We dei1ded re miss Kenya as Tanzanian re-eniry 1y aimcs' impossibie and
rot werth the visk. 3 EMg have gone to Kenya by bus to piok up norey
ard wili meet s 1n Lusaka with mail .

I repatred the Aiff corn the beach and it werks OK., Frem here we go
straxght ro Lusaka. GC

Levden-Jubannesburg 26 August Leader : Re:rrn Kamar
EDA Tamanyseset 15 September Vehiole: BVS S67T

Chaicre-s-M  France 27 Aug : Everything running Smecrhily - except the truck’
Blew an injectcr taday at St Quentin, OK now

with repiscement Alsc, would you believe ... there's cil coming cut <f

the rear marr seal {or at least 1t lccks that wayj. Very, very minct theugh

Hope 1t stays that way.

The group ave setiling in well and all are eager to get te Africa :irciuding

me . route fainding in France 1s difficult!:s Cheer:s, RK.
Jchannesnuig-Londgn 19 April Leader : Fred Tobier
Arrived London (8 August Vehicie: BMG 820K

Tharks for a trip well completed Fred and a catisf:ed group

Fcr these of you interested, Fred met Maleoim's grcup :r Karnc ard he
took them cur for a Chinege meal and was helpful with a giri whe icszt
her passport and mcney. Ed.

Jebenresburg-Londen 26 _July Leadey . Blan Do zgs.
Trm Brett
Kigal:i 14 September Vehreoars DD 512G

Lusaka 24 Avg . On 31 July we crcssed the Zsmbiarn korder, the Con
{(Botswaral has new mecved to the garage at tre vrosc—roa

Ferry erd eptvy to Zambra was easgy, the visas <t:il roet K2 5. v

Livingstone, Victcrie Faile, Chema, and cr re Lusaka We camped jusrt

cutslde Lusaka ard cne ¢f ouy Swise ‘Expedition Members cel.ebrated

reticnai Swiss Day <r scmething with speech ard firewocrks . bhe wae

TSt amusing.

On < August wes the beginmingof cur hass.es. The Tanzanian High Cummiss i«

refiuced 14 passports, then a teiegram frcm Jcbhburg re 500 French Fraree
shovr

We drove cut tc Yielding Tree Farm, ard as aiways they made us very we:cCe.
Cr. 3rd we returred tc Tanzanian High Ccmmissciorer, he expia:i:red trhe ¢, tuaticn
as folleows o
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Twc of the group had been despatched earlier to get help, via a very
rickety loocking canoe. Around 9 p.m. a landrover arrived with a guy
called Stuart from a local safari company. He véry kindly ferried most
people back to one of the lodges to spend the night. He: then returned
and spent the night with the remainder of us to keep guard with his
gun. The ferry bods also stayed the night, they too were quite worried
I think. '

In the morning everyone was collected and the assault was remounted:
"Operation Impossible” was once again in full swing. Stuart arrived with

a tanganyika (body jack? Ed.) and a winch. So by a very slow and
painstaking process the truck was jacked up and winched out. So at

1.30 p.m. we had the relief of seeing dearest SDD back on solid

ground once more. The damage, fortunately, was limited to a bent rear

prop and a crushed rear box, with smashed rear lights. After straightening
the rear prop as best we could, we set off.

Unfortunately, with very little difficulty, I went 10 yds and got
bogged in the sand. Oh what delight and happiness this caused! Finally
we managed to extricate ourselves and set off back to camp. This little
affaixr caused us to be 2 days late in our return to Lusaka.

In retrcspect, T think it helped immensely to knit the group together.

By the way, the game park is well worth visiting, lots of good game to
be freely seen.

Cheers to all from us both, Tim.

EMBARKATION,/DISEMBARKATION OF FERRIES

The "appropriate preparations” mentioned in the above report regarding the
incident in Luengwa Park includes :

& Ensure that ferry is securely attached to the river bank ;
o Check that approach to ramps is firm, otherwise put down

sandmats /brushwood/planks ;
3. ENGAGE 4-WHEEL DRIVE ;
4. When on ferry apply handbrake SECURELY, block wheels.

The same preparations for off-loading.
Iw
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